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^Canc er Unit Replied 

On May 5 your newspaper pub¬ 
lished a full-page ad\erlisemcnt 
from the Tobacco li^^Mtute question¬ 
ing the scientific valldltv of a study 
by Drs. Auerbach and Hammond on 
cigarette smoking In dogs, which 
was presented by the American Can¬ 
cer ^ciety. 

In the Interest of the public’s right 
to balanced news, this letter states 

the correct facts behind the presen¬ 
tation of this research study. 

There has been a mass of evi¬ 
dence. statistical, epidemiological 
and biological, that the smoking of 
cigarettes is the major cause of lung 
cancer in man. The culminating evi¬ 
dence developed in fhe recent Auer- 
bach-Hammond study demonstrates 
that dogs can get lung cancer from 
smoking cigarettes. 

The Tobacco Institute states that 
"present accounts of this study are 
based solely upon the information 
and interprcrations provided by the 
press." Tile facts are that the find¬ 
ings of the study were made public 
at a .scientific meeting of the Ameri¬ 
can Career Society held In conjunc¬ 
tion with a meeting of its board of 
directors. This was an open meeting 
to which physicians, other scientists- 
and representatives of research and 
educational institutions wore invited. 
The society had held many such sci¬ 
entific meetings in the past and will 
do so in the future. One of the rea¬ 
sons for a prompt prescniarion to the 
society and ihrour.h it to the nuniic 
waTthT rc~rnarkarle significant data 
o btained in support of the theory _ 
t hat the lr>s far and riicotinc in lhe 
mainstream nf smoke, the less the 
^SK of'rir.t-hys'cma and lung cancer . 
In^oLncr orris, where”eficctive fd- 
ters were used in the studv, no can- 
• cers were produced in the rings. 

For years some segments of the 
cigarette industry have aflarked 
- warnings of the dangers of cigarette 
smoking and protested lluit no one 
has been nhic to produce lung can¬ 
cer In anirnnls with cigarcnc smoke. 
This has now been done. 

Important as are the finding.^ of 
Jung cancer In dng<;, even more im¬ 
portant To the American Cancer So¬ 
ciety is the proof of the ri'ks of ciga¬ 
rette smoking In man, demonstrated 
by the analysis of mori.ility rales 
and the changes in lung cancer of 
human beings. 


■ ' The Tobacco Institute attacks the 
American Cancer Society for "its 
use of publicity techniques." This 
comes from an industry that for 
years has relied on publicity and ad¬ 
vertising to obscure the basic fact 
that cigarette smoking is the main 
cause of Jung cancer in man. We are 
naturaJIy gratified that the industry 
which has so long resisted scientific 
evidence apparently has now been 
converted to the principles of scien¬ 
tific validation, at least in this in¬ 
stance. 

The Tobacco Institute requested 
that it be allowed to appoint a com¬ 
mittee of men of outstanding compe¬ 
tence and integrity to review the 
findings in the Auerbach-Hammond 
. study. We believe that this request 
from the tobacco industry is without 
precedent in the scientific communi¬ 
ty, and we refused the request. We 
ha^'e already stated that there has 
' never been any restriction against 
Individual scientists’ visiting the 
Veterans Administration Hospital in 
Ea.st Orange, New Jersey, where the 
work was done, and reviewing the 
research with Drs. Auerbach and 
Hammond. A number of distin¬ 
guished scientists have already re¬ 
viewed the findings. 

Because of the great public Inter¬ 
est in the link behveen cigarette 
smoking and lung cancer, and be¬ 
cause of the advertising campaign 
Initialed by the Tobacco Institute to 
cast doubt on the validity of the dog 
■. study, the ACS is requesting the sur¬ 
geon general of the United Slates 
Public Health Service, a totally im¬ 
partial scientific body, to conduct an 
analysis of the Auerbach-Hammond 
study data. 

Paul Mc-^^aniol, Executive Vice 
President, Oklahoma Division, 
Americam Cancer Society 
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